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conditions - which were regarded as impossible - came news
of his death. That ended the business, at any rate for the time
being. Burghley opened his soul to Leicester: cGod send her
Majesty strength of spirit to preserve God's cause, her own life,
and the lives of millions of good subjects. ... God be merciful
to us.' The following April he found a little solace, for Elizabeth
sent a force to capture Edinburgh Castle and with its fall Mary's
party In Scotland was destroyed.

All things seemed to be working together to make a crusade
of Elizabeth's reign. The memory of St Bartholomew was added
to the memory of the martyrs in Queen Mary's reign, which had
been kept fresh and poignant for Elizabethans in the woodcuts
and text of Foxe's Book of Martyrs. The anger of English Pro--
testants against Catholicism, and their devotion to the Queen,
whose life seemed the only sure foundation of their faith, were
both taking on a deep and passionate quality. The days were
past when in alehouse and village lewd stories were bandied
about with impunity, and at Doncaster, if the magistrates had
only let them, the people would have torn a man in pieces for
slandering her.

This intense feeling - the spirit of England for the next few
decades - was to find perfect expression in the Council owing to
the political changes that followed the death in March 1572 of
the Lord High Treasurer, the Marquis of Winchester - the old,
old, very old man of English politics, who was eighty-seven"
years of age, and ein his lifetime did see the children of his chil-
dren's children grown to the number of one hundred and three,
a rare blessing of God to men of his calling.' Burghley was given
his office, vacating the Secretaryship, whereupon a return was
made to the practice of having two Principal Secretaries. The
second of these, appointed in December 1573, was Francis
Walsingham, a man about the Queen's age and related to her
through his stepfather. He had been educated at Cambridge in
the keen protestant circle there, and had fled abroad in Mary's
reign, returning with the mentality of the religious emigre - a
sense of the everlasting struggle with the powers of darkness
-which had been still more deeply impressed upon him by pass^